
 
June 7, 2018 
 

 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., District Attorney for New York County 
One Hogan Place 
New York, NY 10013 
 
Eric Gonzalez, District Attorney for Kings County 
350 Jay St # 10 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
 
James P. O’Neill, Police Commissioner  
New York Police Department 
One Police Plaza 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Mayor de Blasio, District Attorney Vance, District Attorney Gonzalez, and Police Commissioner O’Neill: 
 
We, the undersigned members of the New York Cannabis Bar Association (NY Cannabar), applaud Mayor de 
Blasio, the Manhattan District Attorney, and the Brooklyn District Attorney for taking a bold stand against the 
over-policing and criminalization of low-level marijuana related offenses in New York City.  NY Cannabar 
believes that in instances of public cannabis smoking or low-level cannabis possession, issuing a summons, 
rather than making an arrest, is the appropriate police remedy.  A summons is in step with the minimal danger 
actually posed by such low-level cannabis offenses; moreover, a summons is far less oppressive than subjecting 
an individual to the indignities of an arrest that, while most likely dismissed at arraignment, has the potential to 
follow this individual for life and restrict access to education, employment, housing, and many other areas of 
basic necessity and well-being.  
 
We do, however, have grave concerns regarding any “carve-outs” used by and/or any discretionary measures 
given to New York Police Department (NYPD) officers in deciding whether to issue a summons or make an 
arrest for low-level cannabis infractions.  NYPD cannot continue its practice of using cannabis to target people 
of color under this new policy by disproportionately issuing the vast majority of summons to them or using 
carve-outs/unbridled discretion to escalate otherwise low-level cannabis infractions to arrestable offenses.  NY 
Cannabar cannot condone this or any other discriminatory practice related to cannabis policing or 
criminalization, particularly in light of New York’s “inevitable” legalization of cannabis.  We respectfully request 
that the Mayor, the Manhattan District Attorney, and the Brooklyn District Attorney guide law-enforcement 
accordingly. 
 
NY Cannabar would also like to offer our advice and counsel to each of you, the respective offices you lead, 
and any other New York City official, in the continued development of sensible cannabis policy.  Our collective 
expertise spans decades of work in the legal, medical, and drug policy fields in New York, California, Colorado, 
Oregon, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Argentina, 
Canada, England, Jamaica, and the Netherlands.  Please contact us as a resource and sounding board for any 
cannabis-related matter. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
Cristina Buccola, Esq.    Rebecca Greenberg, Esq.    Julie Holland, MD   
Deborah Hrbek, Esq.   Noah Potter, Esq.  


