
March 15, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
gov.cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us 
 
Dr. Howard Zucker, MD, JD, LLM 
Commissioner of Health 
Corning Tower Building, Empire State Plaza 
Albany, NY 12237 
howard.zucker@health.ny.gov 
 
  Re:  Feasibil ity study on an adult-use cannabis program in New York State 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo and Dr. Zucker: 
 
We are the New York Cannabis Bar Association (www.nycannbar.org), a group of New York attorneys 
seeking to implement a comprehensive adult-use cannabis regulatory program and expand access to 
medical cannabis in New York.  Since our inception we have routinely convened interdisciplinary meetings 
of our members, doctors, drug policy reform advocates, and patients who are dedicated to help shape a 
well-rounded, legal cannabis industry in New York.  Our collective expertise spans decades of work in the 
legal, medical, and drug policy fields in New York, California, Colorado, Oregon, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Argentina, Canada, England, Jamaica, 
and the Netherlands.  
 
We commend Governor Cuomo for his intention to convene a commission that will study the potential 
impact of legalizing an adult-use cannabis program in New York (the “Commission”).  We understand that 
the Commission will be headed by the New York Department of Health and will include representatives of 
state police and other agencies.  Unfortunately we do not know much else.  We are concerned by the lack 
of available information regarding the Commission and the potential for the Commission to exclude the 
input of members of the public who have extensive experience with cannabis law, policy, and medicine.  
 
We request ( i )  disclosure of the names and tit les of the individuals who have been 
appointed to the Commission to date, ( i i )  an open and transparent process for members of 
the public to apply for membership in the Commission, ( i i i )  open hearings at which 
members of the public can give testimony, and (iv) real-t ime access by the public to the 
Commission’s f indings and the opportunity for comment and questioning . 
 
We welcome the opportunity to work with the New York State Department of Health to contribute our 
collective decades of experience to the Commission’s undertakings, or with any state agency on any 
matter concerning the legalization of cannabis in New York.       
 
On behalf of the New York Cannabis Bar Association 
 
Cristina Buccola, Esq. 
Rebecca Greenberg, Esq. 
Kristin Jordan, Esq. 
David C. Holland, Esq. 

Julie Holland, MD 
Deborah Hrbek, Esq. 
Noah Potter, Esq.

 


